March 15, 2026

St Joseph Roman Catholic Church
Website: stjosephclaremont.org
Email: stjosephsclaremont@gmail.com
603-542-5732

Pastor, Rev. Maria Sebastian Susairaj, HGN
Pastor’s Mailing Address:
32 Pearl Street, Claremont, NH 03743
sebaafri@comcast.net
1-603-504-5430

Parish Finance Council
Rick Logan, Chairman
David Smith, Sharon Wood

Music Director
Richard Brown

Sunday, March 15, 9:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Laetare Sunday
For the soul (1) of Ken Tyrrell
requested by the Sheehan family

Wednesday March 18, 5:00 p.m.
For the soul (1) of Betty Gierko
requested by Mary and Richard Brown

Sunday, March 22, 9:00 a.m.
Fifth Sunday of Lent
For the soul (1) of Betty Gierko
requested by Larry and Jean Duval



http://stjosephclaremont.org/
mailto:stjosephsclaremont@gmail.com
mailto:sebaafri@comcast.net

Today’s 2nd collection is for Catholic Relief
Services and Catholic Home Missions Appeal

Catholic Relief Services and
Catholic Home Missions Appeal

This week we take up the Catholic Relief Services
Collection to reveal Christ’s love to our brothers and sisters in
need.This collection makes grants to six Catholic agencies that
provide relief and support for struggling communities and work
for peace and reconcilliation among our marginalized brothers
and sisters, both here and around the world.

www.usccb.org/catholic-relief

Also sharing in this collection is the bishops' Subcommittee
on Catholic Home Missions that offers financial support to
missionary activities that strengthen the Catholic Church in the
United States and in its territories and former territories. The
Appeal primarily supports dioceses in the United States that are
unable to offer their people the basic pastoral ministries of word,
worship, and service without outside help.

Pastoral services include (1) evangelization activities,

(2) religious education, (3) ministry training for priests, deacons,

religious sisters, brothers, and laypeople (4) support of poor

parishes across the country.
http://www.usccbh.org/committees/catholic-home-missions

Please prayerfully consider how you might support
these two charities throuah this collection.

SUNDAY, March 8, 2026 100 Souls

Offertory $968.00

Fuel $406.00

Easter flowers $40.00

Votive Candles $29.00

Zurek-Coutu Trust (for Fuel) $4,390.10

Grand Annual $1,000.00

3-8-26 TOTAL AT MASS $6,833.10
PARISH GIVING ONLINE

Offertory $632.80

Church Maintenance $169.20

Fuel $50.00

TOTAL ONLINE $852.00

TOTAL AT MASS & ONLINE $7,685.10

UPCOMING 2nd COLLECTIONS
March 22: Church Maintenance
March 29: No 2nd Collection
April 5: No 2nd Collection

April 12: Fuel

The Sanctuary Lamp burns 24/7 near
the tabernacle in all Catholic Churches
in honor of the True Presence of

- Our Lord Jesus Christ.

It burns today in memory of
Betty Gierko
requested by Larry and Jean Duval.

OUR SINCERE THANKS
to the
ZUREK-COUTO FAMILY TRUST
for their generous gift to our Fuel Fund.

It is greatly appreciated.

Dziekuje bardzo!

EASTER FLOWER INTENTIONS

Envelopes are at the back of the church.

MASS AND SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTIONS
may be scheduled in the Church Hall
after Sunday Mass.

Mass stipend for Priest: $10
Suggested donation for Candle Intentions: $10.00.

GRAND ANNUAL FUND
Last October we began this year’s Grand Annual Collection.
This is not a one-time collection taken up at a weekend Mass,
but an ongoing collection to build a fund for larger repair and
maintenance projects on the various parish buildings, current and
future—similar to our Renovation Fund in past years.

Grand Annual Collection envelopes are available at the back
of the church. If you are not able to bring your weekly offertory or
other donations to Mass, you may make your donation through
online giving or mail a check to:

St Joseph Church, 58 EIm Street, Claremont, NH 03743

$4,160 has been contributed to this year’s fund.
October, 2025 - October 2026

WE THANK EACH DONOR FOR THEIR GENEROSITY.



https://www.usccb.org/catholic-relief

TODAY IS LAETARE SUNDAY.

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is given this name from the opening words of
the Mass, “Laetare (Rejoice) Jerusalem.” In the midst of our Lenten fasts
and penances, we see a glimpse of the hope and joy that await us at
Easter. The priest’s vestments are rose colored, and we we are given
encouragement as we approach the the somber days of Passiontide.

READINGS FORTHE

UJEEK &/ j

Feast Days and Memorials
March 17: St Patrick, 387-461, Bishop
Patron of Ireland
Born into a high-ranking Roman family in Scotland, Patrick was kidnapped by
Irish pirates and sold as a slave to a pagan master. He wrote in his memoir that
he prayed constantly each day while working as a shepherd. “In a single day, |
have said as many as a hundred prayers and in the night, nearly the same. |
prayed in the woods and on the mountain, even before dawn. | felt no hurt from
the snow or ice or rain.” After years of captivity, Patrick dreamt that he should
escape by sea. He boarded a ship bound for Britain and was able to return to his
family. Eventually he joined the priesthood and worked as a missionary under the
guidance of St. Germain. Patrick was sent back to Ireland by Pope St. Celestine |,
with the mission of gathering the Irish race into the one fold of Christ.
March 18: St Cyril of Jerusalem, 315-386
Bishop & Doctor of the Church
St. Cyril was a theologian of the early Church who left important writings doc-
umenting the instruction of catechumens and the order of the Liturgy in his day.
Those writings about church doctrine have special authority, for which he was
named as a “Doctor of the Church.” His emphasis on God’s love and forgiveness
was not common during his time. He also fostered the development of Jerusalem
as a pilgrimage centre for all Christians.
March 19: Solemnity of St Joseph
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Patron of the Universal Church, of fathers, workers, carpenters, travelers,
immigrants, unborn children, and of a happy death
What we know about St. Joseph from Scripture is that he was descended from
the royal lineage of the great King David, but was only a poor carpenter. He could
not afford to offer a lamb for sacrifice in the temple, but only a pair of birds. Yet
Joseph was compassionate in caring for Mary and her Son, leaving his home and
larger family to take them to safety in Egypt and then to Nazareth. We assume
that he died with Mary and Jesus by his side, sometime before Jesus began his
public ministry.
The beautiful painting
above our main altar
depicts the death of
St. Joseph
and is a reminder of
his patronage of
our Church and
our Diocese.

https://www.mycatholic.life.com

https://www.catholic.org

March 15 - 21, 2026

Sunday: 1 Sm 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23: 1-3a,
3b-4, 5, 6; Eph 5: 8-14 Jn 9:1-41

Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30 : 2 & 4, 5-6, 11-12a
and 13b; Jn 4: 43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9;
Jn5:1-16

Wednesday: Is 49: 8-15; Ps 145: 8-9, 13cd-14,
17-18;Jn 5: 17-30

Thursday: 2 Sm 7: 4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89: 2-3,
4-5, 27 and 29; Rom 4: 13, 16-18, 22;
Mt 1: 16, 18-21, 24a

Friday: Wis 2: 1a, 12-22; Ps 34: 17-18, 19-20, 21
and 23; Jn 7: 1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday Jer 11: 18-20; Ps 7: 2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12;

DIOCESAN VOCATION AWARENESS
Are you or someone you know being called to consider
the priesthood or consecrated life?
Contact the Vocation Office
(603) 663-0196 or email: cmartel@rcbm.org

Jn 7:40-53
THANK YOU
to all who helped with last
??? week’s Coffee Hour, all who

brought something to share,
and all who attended.

iye

LTENT

All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence
(not eating meat).
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of
both fast and abstinence.

Fasting

Catholic adults of ages 18 through 59 are required to
fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. This means
that only one full meal is allowed along with two smaller
meals, which together, do not equal the normal full
meal. Eating between meals is not allowed on these
days.

Abstinence

Catholics 14 and older are required to not eat meat,
or soups and gravies made from meat, on Ash Wednes-
day and on Fridays during Lent. Fish and other seafood
are permitted on these days.

Sunday Exemption

One is free to choose whether or not to practice
Lenten penance on Sundays.

Failure to obseve the current rules on fast and
abstinence, one of the Six Precepts of the Catholic
Church, constitutes a mortal sin.
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Hymns for the
Fourth Sunday of Lent

Entrance Hymn: Choir

“Amazing Grace”

Communion: Choir

Offertory Hymn: No. 342

Recessional Hymn: #237
"From Ashes to the Living Font”

Y(szay for the Sich.
of our Parish B

V. e
é"f P

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Saturday, March 14, 2026
1:00pm
All are welcome to Join!

The Sacrament of
4 -
;ﬁ(!&/w(éz%n

CONFESSIONS
St. Joseph Church
Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 pm

MASS READINGS A/511
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION:

“Save Us, Savior of the World”

Fr.John Loughnane
Mark Baril

Ashley Booher
Brooke

Jean Brown

John Casey

Elissa Coburn
Chris Currier

The Lord family
Matt

Michael

Louis Millette
Karen Ouellette
Linda Patch
Brenda Ruest
Janet Ruest

St. Joseph Church,
Friday, March 20,
5:30 pm

To add a name to our Prayer List,
please ask the person’s permission
first, then call Sharon Wood

Eva Jane Demers
Jean Drena

Nancy Ruest 603-542-6454 or

: Paul Ruest stiosephsclaremont@gmail.com
Edith Sonya Sheehan
Dave Gallant Joan Silver
Carol Girard Bob St. Aubin

Isabella Gowell

Gianna Gregorultti

Stephen Grogan

Betty Hayward

Deborah Hemingway
Christine Hunter

Annette Lambert Huntington
Beverly Janelle

Samuel Januszewski

Carol Logan

Darlene St. Aubin
Claire Stapleton
Walt Stapleton
Barbara Trask
Stephen Tyrrell
Janice Vilgats
Dolores Wallenius
Daniel Walsh
Joshua White
Lawrence Woodward

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Please send notices for the March 22nd bulletin
by 3pm on Tuesday, March 18.

stjosephsclaremont@gmail.com or call
Sharon Wood 603-542-6454

OFFERTORY, FUEL, and CHURCH MAINTENANCE ENVELOPES

are at the back of the church for St. Joseph Parish collections.
Please use them for your donations to St. Joseph Church IF
YOU ATTEND one of St. Mary’s Masses (4pm on Saturday or
10:30am on Sunday)

Loose cash that is put into the 9:00 Mass collection will go
to St. Joseph’s as always. Likewise, St. Mary parishioners
should put their offerings in their own envelopes marked for
St. Mary’s if they attend St. Joseph’s 9am Mass.

PARISH REGISTRATION SUNDAY, MARCH 29

Not sure if you are registered as a parishioner of St
Joseph’s? Registration Forms will be available as inserts in
our bulletin on  Sunday March 22nd. Return them the fol-
lowing Sunday, March 29th (Palm Sunday). If any of your
information changed since you first registered, this would
be a good time to update those details. Please check the
Registration Book in the church hall after Mass if you're
unsure whether your family is registered.

Making electronic donations through each church’s website
are an alternative that will eliminate any remaining concerns.
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About 50 well-wishers came on Tuesday, March 10, to celebrate Fr. Sebastian’s birthday. Fr. Arockia (Peterborough),
Fr. Antony (Franklin), Fr. Xavier (Lancaster) and Fr. Victor (Bellows Falls) joined Fr. Sebastian to celebrate Mass. Members
of the St. Cecelia Choir sang. Rick Logan, Steve Denis and Glenn Houle served at the altar. A luncheon catered by Carol
St. Pierre was served after Mass. Father Sebastian acknowledged that the plans were a surprise to him. He joked that he
had been looking forward to a quiet and private birthday, but he “forgives” Fr. Arockia for being the mastermind of the
celebration. He thanked Richard Brown and Mary K. Keating for the work they did to arrange everything on short notice.

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM FR. SEBASTIAN ON HIS
50th BIRTHDAY

Winter Weather Cancellations
“Your life is not about you—-It’s about God.”
“Do your best; God will do the rest.” IF IT BECOMES NECESSARY
« Love your priest. Love the priesthood.” to cancel the Wednesday afternoon Mass,
“It's very easy to become a priest, but difficult to be a priest.” choir rehearsal, or other church event because of

the weather, we will again post the cancellation on
the WMUR-TV notification system. Please check
their website or broadcast on air for our listing.

NO PARKING ON ELM STREET DURING MASS
Please use one of St. Joseph Church’s parking lots when you come

to Mass. If you use the one-way entry from Elm Street to the drive- VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS NEEDED
way between the Rectory and Church, you may stop at the door to We are still in need of volunteers to
let off passengers and then drive to the lot behind the church. The assist in the following positions:
second lot is on EIm Street to the left of the Rectory.Please leave Security Team, Ushers, Choir.
parking spaces behind the Rectory and alongside the Church for - PR
. S Church Bulletin, Church Cleaning.
folks with mobility issues. Be aware that when snow covers the

roofs, it is risky to park below where it may fall. Please speak to Rick Logan or Richard
Brown if you can help.

HOUSEKEEPING
Please help our volunteer cleaning crew
Please don’t rest your feit on the kneelers or allow (?hildren with muddy WHEN WRITING CHECKS
to St. Joseph Church, please mark the name of the
boots to stand on them. Please check your pews before you leave, and collection (Offertory or Special Collection) to make
take all your belongings with you. If you don’t plan to take a copy of sure it is put into the correct account.
our bulletin home, please don't leave it in the pew, but return it to the
table at the back of the church. Please leave your kneeler in the
upright position and return the the hymnals neatly to the ends and
center of the pews. These practices will take only a few minutes and words). Banks will refuse to process checks that have
will greatly help the ushers who check the pews between Masses. these errors or are unclear.

Thank you for helping to keep our church clean. THANK YOU!

Please make sure the date on your check
(especially the year) is correct and that the amount of
the check is written clearly (both the numbers and




R E 24/7 Emergency |Campbell House LLc. St. Jude.
L] L]

Family Owned & Operated Service

Sltringer

Funeral Homes, Incd Crematorium

146 Broad Street, Claremont, NH
(603) 543-3146 www.stringerfh.com

Directors

Patron of the Impossible.

Assisted Living
Community

INKLEY
Ann Campbell \;

Co., Inc. (6035433571 | Administrator
o oo | 603-826-0840
Propane « Ai.r Conditioning . Plumhz:ng 164 Old Spl’lngﬁe|d Rd.

Systems Design « Installation & Service

~ Fully Insured ~ Charlestown, NH 03603

Michael D.Stringer Scott W. Stringer i . PO. s ﬂ ;
§ § L e oz 2 | administration@thecampbellhouses.com Py fevus!
. . . ® Automotive
id Bonnie Miles [eleifyls][[¢5plei{e)y) =% Service FAIR AND HONEST SERVICE
Excellence ALL MAKES AND MODELS

iss(zgiitfs?r;liir New Hampshire A" [aser Ao Tecmicar]

COLDWELL “: -

QLOWELL  C:(603) 381 5611 ROBERTS AUTO SERVICE,,

HOMES UNLIMITED Complete Car & Truck Service And Repair
Tim Roberts

REAL ESTATE bonnie@coldwellbankerNH.com
Selling Real Estate Since 1985
9 Little Ascutney Road
Perkinsville, Vermont 05151

112 Washington Street » Claremont, NH 03743
802-384-3708

www.coldwellbankerNH.com
% @@=  Over 600 Houses Sold!

-|- American Red Cross
Someone Teeds You!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.
Join eoceay:

redcross.org/Volunteer

, o
Mallory's Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... oo

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send

your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. [ih=elll=ll= (o1 <y Rete g Vi

& Message and data rates may apply. date N H

Welcome to
Our Church!

Ask #WHATS
MYNAME

in remembrance of dmmﬂémm

Space
Available

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY

IN THE COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Dan Linnell

SAMI

STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

Sponsors can " ANYONEin the
p - o n
offer promotion community, not only
discounts and/er Parishioners, can access
up-to-date contact E R realt e offers from their
information to the favo ite sponsors
ENTIRE community N to save, share & support

™

9021 St. Joseph, Claremont, NH (B) ]ohn Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 | www.jppc.net
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