
St Joseph Roman Catholic Church
Website: stjosephclaremont.org

Email: stjosephsclaremont@gmail.com
603-542-5732

Pastor, Rev. Maria Sebastian Susairaj, HGN
Pastor’s Mailing Address:

32 Pearl Street, Claremont, NH 03743
sebaafri@comcast.net 

1-603-504-5430  

Parish Finance Council          
     Rick Logan, Chairman          

                           David Smith, Sharon Wood
        

                                    Music Director                    
Richard Brown 

St. Joseph Roman   Catholic Church 
 58 Elm Street, Claremont, NH 03743	      Established 1920

Sunday, Febuary 22, 9:00 a.m.
First Sunday of Lent

For the soul (†) of Simone Riviezzo
requested by her daughter 

Mary Stone and family

Wednesday February 25, 5:00 p.m.
For the soul (†) of Betty Gierko

requested by Mary and Richard Brown

Sunday, March 1, 9:00 a.m.
Second Sunday of Lent

For the souls (†) of 
Pawel & Maria Wilczoch

requested by the Wilczoch family

February 22, 2026 

http://stjosephclaremont.org/
mailto:stjosephsclaremont@gmail.com
mailto:sebaafri@comcast.net


 

  

                                                                                               

The Sanctuary Lamp burns 24/7 near the 
tabernacle in all Catholic Churches 

in honor of the 
True Presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ

It burns today in memory of
 Julius Fray Jr.

requested by
Sharon and Steve Wood and family.

Today’s 2nd Collection is for Church Maintenance.

UPCOMING  2nd COLLECTIONS 
   March 1: No 2nd Collection
   March 8: Fuel
   March 15: Catholic Relief Services and

      Catholic Home Missions Appeal
                       (One collection, two purposes)
   March 22: Church Maintenance

Mass and Sanctuary Lamp Intentions may be 
scheduled in the Church Hall after Sunday Mass. 

Mass stipend for Priest: $10
Suggested donation for Candle Intentions: $10.00.

THERE ARE OPENINGS in the Mass and Candle
calendar. Please stop in the church hall after 

Mass if you would like to schedule an intention.

         SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 15, 2026   122 Souls

                                             Offertory $1,145.00

                                                    Fuel $41.00

                             Grand Annual Fund $515.00

                                    Votive Candles $33.00

                                  Sanctuary Lamp $10.00

                                     Mass Intention $10.00

                  2-15–26 TOTAL AT MASS $1,754.00

                   PARISH GIVING ONLINE

                                             Offertory $184.20

                                  TOTAL ONLINE $184.20

 TOTAL 2-15-26 MASS and ONLINE $1,938.20
OFFERTORY, FUEL, and CHURCH MAINTENANCE ENVELOPES

are at the back of the church for St. Joseph Parish collections. 
Please use them for your donations to St. Joseph Church IF 
YOU ATTEND one of St. Mary’s Masses (4pm on Saturday or 
10:30am on Sunday) 
     Loose cash that is put into the 9:00 Mass collection will go 
to St. Joseph’s as always. Likewise, St. Mary parishioners 
should put their offerings in their own envelopes marked for 
St. Mary’s if they attend St. Joseph’s 9am Mass. 

     Making electronic donations through each church’s website 
are an alternative that will eliminate any remaining concerns.
           

GRAND ANNUAL FUND
      Last October we began this year’s Grand Annual Collection. 
This is not a one-time collection taken up at a weekend Mass,  
but an ongoing collection to build a fund for larger repair and 
maintenance projects on the various parish buildings, current 
and future—similar to our Renovation Fund in past years.
     Grand Annual Collection envelopes are available at the back 
of the church. If you are not able to bring your weekly offertory or 
other donations to Mass, you may make your donation through 
online giving or mail a check to:

St Joseph Church, 58 Elm Street, Claremont, NH 03743

$3,160 has been contributed to this year’s fund.
October, 2025 - October 2026

We thank each donor for their generosity 
in helping this fund grow!

EASTER FLOWER 
INTENTIONS

Envelopes are at the 
back of the church



Feast Days and Memorials
Feb 23: St Polycarp, Bishop, Martyr, 69-155 AD

Patron of relief from earaches
Polycarp was Bishop of Smyrna, Turkey and a revered 

Christian leader during the first half of the second century. He was 
a disciple of St John the Evangelist,  one of the second generation 
of Church leaders who were instructed by the apostles, When all 
the apostles had passed away, heresies and controversies over 
how to celebrate the liturgy arose. Polycarp chose to be true to the 
life of Jesus and and to imitate it. His strength came from his trust 
in God, even though that led him to be martyred at age of 86. His 
friend, Saint Ignatius of Antioch said of him, “Your mind is ground-
ed in God as on an immovable rock.”

Feb 27: St Gregory of Narek, 950-c1003 
Abbot and Doctor of the Church

   The Apostles Saint Jude Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew 
are believed to have traveled to Armenia to share the Gospel. In 
301, Armenia was the first nation to embrace Christianity as the 
kingdom’s official religion when their king was converted,

 The boy Gregory, son of a prince and nephew of the founder of 
the Monastery of Narek, grew to become an Armenian mystical 
and lyrical poet, monk, and theologian. He has been venerated as 
a saint in the Armenian Apostolic and Catholic Churches and was 
declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Francis in 2015. He is 
best known for his Book of Lamentations, a major work of mystical 
literature.

 Although the Armenian Church separated from the Church 
of Rome over disagreements on doctrine from the Council of Chal-
cedon, it remained an apostolic Church, being founded by the 
Apostles. Its sacraments and life of prayer continued, but the divi-
sion with the Pope also continued. In recent decades, greater at-
tempts at unification have been made. Honoring this saint is the 
most recent attempt by the Roman Church to more fully unite with 
the Eastern Church of Armenia

https://www.catholic.org             

February 22 - March 1, 2026

Sunday:  Gen 2: 7-9;  3:1-7; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13,
 17; Rom 5: 12-19

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19: 8, 9, 10, 15;
 Mt 25: 31-46

Tuesday:  Is 55: 10-1;1 Ps 34 :4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 
18-19; Mt 6: 7-15

Wednesday:  Jon 3: 1-10; Ps 51: 3-4, 12-13, 18-19
 Lk 11: ;29-32 

Thursday: Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138: 1-2ab,
 2cde-3, 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 

Friday: I Ez 18: 21-28; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8
 Mt 5: 20-26

Saturday Dt 26: 16-19; Ps 119:1 -2, 4-5, 7-8;
 Mt  5: 43-48 

The Traveling Statue of Mary Program is a 
program of the New Hampshire State Council 

of the Knights of Columbus.  

  Parishioners of St. Joseph and St Mary 
Churches are encouraged to welcome the statue 
into their home for a week or two and gather  
family, friends or neighbors to pray the rosary 
together. Pamphlets and blessed rosaries are 
provided. Call Steve Denis at 603-558-5209.

All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence (not eating meat).
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of 

both fast and abstinence.
Fasting

     Catholic adults of ages 18 through 59 are required to fast on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. This means that only one full meal is 
allowed along with two smaller meals, which together, do not equal 
the normal full meal. Eating between meals is not allowed on these 
days.

Abstinence
     Catholics 14 and older are required to not eat meat, or soups 
and gravies made from meat, on Ash Wednesday and on Fridays 
during Lent. Fish and other seafood are permitted on these days.

Sunday Exemption
     One is free to choose whether or not to practice Lenten penance 
on Sundays.
     Failure to obseve the current rules on fast and abstinence, one 
of the Six Precepts of the Catholic Chursh, constitutes a mortal sin. 

St. Joseph 
Church

Friday, Feb 27
 5:30 pm



Hymns for the
First Sunday of Lent

Entrance Hymn: Choir
Offertory Hymn:  No. 243 

 "Forty Days and Forty Nights" 

Communion: Choir

Recessional Hymn: #239
"The Glory of These Forty Days”

MASS READINGS     A/502

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION:
“Save Us, Savior of the World”

Fr. John Loughnane
Mark Baril
Ashley Booher
Brooke
Jean Brown
John Casey
Elissa Coburn 
Chris Currier
Eva Jane Demers
Jean Drena
Edith
Carol Girard
Isabella Gowell
Gianna Gregorutti
Stephen Grogan
Betty Hayward
Deborah Hemingway
Christine Hunter
Annette Lambert Huntington
Samuel Januszewski

Carol Logan
The Lord family
Matt
Michael
Karen Ouellette
Linda Patch
Brenda Ruest
Janet Ruest
Nancy Ruest
Paul Ruest
Sonya Sheehan
Joan Silver
Bob St. Aubin
Darlene St. Aubin
Barbara Trask
Stephen Tyrrell
Janice Vilgats
Daniel Walsh
Joshua White
Lawrence Woodward

To add a name  to our Prayer List, please ask 
the person’s permission first, then call 

Sharon Wood 603-542-6454 or 
stjosephsclaremont@gmail.com  

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Saturday, February 28, 2026    

1:00pm
All are welcome to Join!

Winter Weather Cancellations 
 IF IT BECOMES NECESSARY

to cancel the Wednesday afternoon Mass, 
choir rehearsal, or other church event 

because of the weather, we will again post the 
cancellation on the WMUR-TV notification 

system. Please check their website or 
broadcast on air for our listing.NO PARKING ON ELM STREET DURING MASS

Please use one of St. Joseph Church’s parking lots when 
you come to Mass. If you use the one-way entry from Elm 

Street to the driveway between the Rectory and Church, you 
may stop at the door to let off passengers and then drive to 

the lot behind the church.
The second lot is on Elm Street to the left of the Rectory.

Please leave parking spaces behind the Rectory and along-
side the Church for folks with mobility issues.

 Be aware that when snow covers the roofs, it is risky to 
park below where it may fall.

CONFESSIONS
     St. Joseph Church
Saturday 3:00 to 3:45 pm

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE 
REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF THE 

FAITHFUL DEPARTED.

May they rest in peace

SAFETY AND SECURITY 
Please  remember to lock your car doors when 

attending any event in the church. 
Once Mass begins the side door will be locked. 

Please use the front doors if you arrive late. 



BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please send notices for future Sunday 

bulletins  by 3pm on Tuesdays.  

stjosephsclaremont@gmail.com  or call 
Sharon Wood 603-542-6454

Our current bulletin may be viewed online 
https://www.jppc.net/onlinebulletins/

9021template.pdf

DIOCESAN VOCATION AWARENESS
Are you or someone you know being called 
to consider priesthood or consecrated life?

 
Contact the Vocation Office 

(603) 663-0196 or email: cmartel@rcbm.org

HOUSEKEEPING
Please help our volunteer cleaning crew

     Please don’t rest your feet on the kneelers or allow children with 
muddy boots to stand on them.
    Please check your pews before you leave, and take all your 
belongings with you. 
    If you don’t plan to take a copy of our bulletin home, please don’t 
leave it in the pew, but return it to the table at the back of the church.
   Please leave your kneeler in the upright position and return the
the hymnals neatly to the ends and center of the pews.
   These practices will take only a few minutes and will greatly help 
the ushers who check the pews between Masses.

Thank you for helping to keep our church clean.

 Are You Registered as a Parishioner
of St  Joseph Church?

If you aren’t sure, please stop in the church hall 
after Mass to check the Registration Book.

VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS NEEDED
   We are still in need of volunteers to 
assist in the following positions:  

Security Team, Ushers, 
Choir, Church Bulletin
Church Cleaning

 Please speak to Rick Logan or 
Richard Brown if you can help.

STREAMING ON “FORMED”
FREE with Parish Link

Go online to formed.org and click on 
“Formed for Parishes.”

“Find your parish subscription.”
Type in our Churches’ Zip Code.

“St. Mary’s” will pop up 
(one link for both parishes)
Click “Next” and you’re in!

So many wonderful resources for adults and 
children! Don’t miss out! Check them out!

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU ENJOYED & 
WE’LL RECOMMEND THEM HERE

   WHEN WRITING CHECKS
to St. Joseph Church, please mark the name of the 

collection (Offertory or Special Collection) to make sure 
it is put into the correct account.

ALSO!
Please make sure the date on your check (especially the 

year) is correct and that the amount of the check is written 
clearly (both the numbers and words). Banks will refuse to 

process checks that have these errors or are unclear.

                    THANK YOU
to the parishioners who take care of our 
weekly church cleaning. Rick Logan 
has obtained some new "water hog" 
door mats for the side entryway in an 
effort to trap the moisture that comes in 
with the salt and sand.

mailto:stjosephsclaremont@gmail.com
mailto:cmartel@rcbm.org
http://formed.org
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Stringer 
Funeral Homes, Inc.and Crematorium

Family Owned & Operated

146 Broad Street, Claremont, NH
(603) 543-3146                    www.stringerfh .com

Directors
Michael D.Stringer    Scott W. Stringer

R. E.
INKLEY

Co., Inc.

24/7 Emergency 
Service

(603) 543-3571
www.rehinkley.com
Heating Oil • Kerosene • Diesel Fuel

Propane • Air Conditioning • Plumbing
Systems Design • Installation & Service

~ Fully Insured ~
8 Lane Ridge Rd. • P.O. Box 832

Claremont, NH 03743

Automotive
Service
Excellence
Master Auto Technician

FAIR AND HONEST SERVICE
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

ROBERTS AUTO SERVICELLC
Complete Car & Truck Service And Repair

Tim Roberts
9 Little Ascutney Road

Perkinsville, Vermont 05151
802-384-3708

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can 

off er promotions, 
discounts and/or 

up-to-date contact 
information to the 

ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the 
community, not only 

Parishioners, can access 
realtime off ers from their 

favorite sponsors
 to save, share & support

Finding
TMTTTFABER

TM

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

WORSHIP

WITH US

Campbell House LLC.

Assisted Living 
Community

   Ann Campbell
       Administrator

603-826-0840
164 Old Springfi eld Rd.
Charlestown, NH 03603
administration@thecampbellhouses.com

112 Washington Street • Claremont, NH 03743
www.coldwellbankerNH.com

                    Over 600 Houses Sold!

HOMES UNLIMITED 
REAL ESTATE

Bonnie Miles
Associate Broker
C: (603) 381-9611
O: (603) 542-2503

bonnie@coldwellbankerNH.com

Selling Real Estate Since 1985

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Dan Linnell

508-566-2717 | dlinnell@jppc.net

BEFORE YOU GET 
IN A RIDE SHARE

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

SAMI

in remembrance of

ASKSpace

Available
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